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H EALTH  DeJ’AKTMENT, 

8 Cleveland  Place  East, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavoti,  Keynsham,  Frome  Urban  and 
Fromc  Rural  District  Councils. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  exceptionally  low  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  reported 
in  1956  was  not  maintained  during  1957  but  the  experience  of  the 
area  can  still  be  considered  satisfactory  when  compared  with  that  of 
the  rest  of  the  country.  Scarlet  fever  showed  a reduction  but 
measles  was  epidemic  and  there  was  an  increase  in  the  notifications 
of  the  majority  of  the  other  infectious  diseases. 

The  birth  rate  was  slightly  raised  from  16.86  to  17.72  while  the 
death  rate  at  9.66  was  very  little  above  last  year’s  low  figure  of 
9.45.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  at  11.21  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded 
for  the  combined  area.  This  is  particularly  satisfactory  as  this 
rate  is  regarded  as  the  best  index  available  to  the  social  circumstances 
of  an  area. 

the  passing  of  Dr.  Harrison,  of  Keynsham,  and  Dr.  Walker, 
of  Frome,  the  area  lost  two  of  its  best  known  general  medical 
practitioners.  It  is  with  a feeling  of  personal  loss  that  I recall  the 
ready  assistance  I had  from  both,  particularly  during  the  difficult 
war  years  and,  more  recently,  as  members  of  the  health  committees 
of  their  respective  local  authorities. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  which  it  is  my  constant  good  fortune  to  receive  from  the 
many  council  meml^ers  and  officials  with  whom  I come  in  contact. 
My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  Paul  Mann,  Director  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  for  the  valuable  advice  and  practical 
assistance  received  from  him  and  his  staff  in  dealing  with  the 
problems  associated  with  the  control  and  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


SCARLET  FEVER 

There  was  a further  reduction  in  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during 
the  year  from  35  to  22.  Of  these,  6 were  admitted  to  hospital. 

MEASLES 

Measles  reached  epidemic  force  in  most  parts  of  the  area, 
912  cases  being  notified  compared  with  108  the  previous  year. 
Three  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

The  downward  trend  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  observed 
over  the  past  five  years  came  to  an  end  in  1957  as  186  cases  were 
notified  compared  with  30  in  1956.  No  increased  severity  was 
reported,  however,  and  only  one  case  was  admitted  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA 

The  influenza  epidemic  which  invaded  the  country  in  the 
autumn  was  no  doubt  responsible  for  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  47  (26  influenzal)  compared  with  31  last 
year.  Eleven  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  of  which  one  proved 
fatal. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

There  was  no  lessening  in  the  amount  of  protective  inoculation 
against  diphtheria  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  area  con- 
tinued to  remain  free  from  this  disease.  It  is  of  some  interest  to 
record,  however,  the  occurrence  of  another  case  of  infection  due  to 
C.  ulcerans  similar  to  that  which  was  described  in  the  1955  report. 
I am  indebted,  once  more,  to  Dr.  Paul  Mann,  Director  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  for  the  following  interesting  notes  of 
the  case. 

The  patient,  a boy  aged  11,  was  seen  on  Sunday,  12th  May, 
during  the  morning  by  his  family  doctor.  Examination  revealed 
severe  exudative  tonsillitis  with  foetor.  Temperature  101  F.  Swab 
taken.  Penicillin  1 mega  unit  given. 

(Diphtheria  was  considered  a possibility  at  this  stage  and 
antitoxin  was  requested  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Although  made  available  at  once,  this  was  not  in  fact  given.)  On 
Sunday  evening  penicillin  1 mega  unit  was  repeated.  Temperature 
103  F.  Penicillin  then  continued  orally. 
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By  Monday  clinical  response  was  satisfactory  and  recovery 
was  uneventful.  A throat  swab  taken  23.5.57  was  negative.  A 
further  swab  taken  3.6.57  proved  positive  again  for  C.  ulcerans. 
At  this  time  there  was  a recurrence  of  exudative  tonsillitis. 

After  five  days’  treatment  with  Erythromycin  negative  nose 
and  throat  swabs  were  obtained  13.6.57,  21.6.57  and  there  was  no 
subsequent  relapse. 

Epidemiology 

Family  contacts  included  father,  mother,  grandfather,  5 siblings 
and  two  domestic  helpers.  Nose  and  throat  swabs  were  all  negative 
None  gave  any  history  or  clinical  evidence  of  recent  pharyngitis 
or  sores  on  the  hands. 

The  family  kept  a herd  of  58  pedigree  Ayrshires  which  had 
been  acquired  only  a few  days  before  the  onset  of  the  patient’s 
illness.  Several  cows  had  shown  signs  of  mastitis  and  had  been 
treated  at  once  with  penicillin.  Veterinary  advice  had  not  been 
sought  and  no  material  had  been  taken  for  bacteriology.  Milk 
from  cows  with  mastitis  had  been  segregated  from  the  remainder. 
Response  to  penicillin  was  said  to  have  been  satisfactory. 

Monday,  20th  May,  milk  samples  taken  from  43  cows  (15  being 
dry  at  the  time).  C.  ulcerans  from  the  milk  of  one  anim^  with  a 
" blind  quarter  ”. 

The  infected  cow  was  slaughtered.  The  herd  was  subsequently 
visited  by  the  Superintendent  Veterinary  Officer,  Mr.  John  Cameron, 
and  no  further  evidence  of  mastitis  was  found. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  compared  with  four 
the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  reduction  in  the  cases  of  tuberculosis  which  occurred  in 
1956  was  not  repeated  this  year.  Notifications  totalled  57  (46  pul- 
monary and  11  non-pulmonary)  which  represents  an  increase  of 
22  on  last  year’s  figures  of  35  (33  pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary) 
This  number  is  practically  identical,  however,  with  the  average  annual 
number  of  notifications  received  during  the  previous  five  years. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

Mass  radiography  units  of  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital 
Board  operated  in  the  area  during  the  year  as  follows  ; 

17th  to  25th  June  : J.  S.  Fry  & Sons  Ltd.,  Keynsham 

25th  June  to  1st  July  : The  Fear  Institute,  Keynsham 

14th  November  : E.  S.  & A.  Robinson  Ltd.,  Keynsham 
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Attendances  were  : 


M ale 

Female 

T otal 

J.  S.  Fry  & Sons  Ltd. 

...  990 

1092 

2082 

The  Fear  Institute 

...  426 

(-ill 

1098 

E.  S.  & A.  Robinson 

29 

47 

76 

FOOD  POISONING 

A single  notification  of  food  poisoning  was  received  for  the 
third  year  in  succession.  This  occurred  in  a little  girl  aged  nine 
and  the  causative  organism  isolated  was  Salm.  typhimurium.  A 
duck  egg  was  suspected  but,  unfortunately,  all  traces  of  both 
egg  and  duck  had  vanished  before  any  investigation  could  be 
undertaken. 


POLIOMYELITIS 

Sixteen  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  one  the  previous  year.  These  were  scattered  fairly 
evenly  throughout  the  area  and  not  more  than  one  case  occurred 
in  any  single  household.  None  of  the  cases  appeared  to  have  any 
direct  connection  with  any  of  the  others.  Twelve  cases  were  of  the 
paralytic  type  and  4 of  the  non-paralytic  type.  In  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  scheme  vaccination  against  the  disease  has  been  carried 
out  in  respect  of  children  whose  names  have  been  submitted  by  the 
County  Council  from  the  register  which  they  were  required  to 
compile.  The  injections  have  been  given  at  8 Cleveland  Place  East, 
Bath,  for  children  living  in  the  Bathavon  area  and  at  the  Hazelwood 
Day  Nursery  for  children  in  the  Keynsham  area.  Those  living  in  the 
Frome  Urban  and  Frome  Rural  areas  have  attended  the  County 
Clinic,  Cork  Street,  Frome.  Two  injections  are  given  at  intervals  of 
3 to  4 weeks  and  these  appear  to  cause  practically  no  discomfort 
or  painful  after  effects.  The  degree  of  immunity  produced  by  the 
vaccination  is  impossible  to  assess  at  this  stage  but  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  a further  boosting  dose  will  be  required  at  a later  date. 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 

A brisk  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  appeared  in  the  Bathamp- 
ton  area  during  the  month  of  September  and  between  19th  Septem- 
ber and  26th  October  46  cases  were  notified.  The  explosive  nature 
of  the  onset  suggested  that  the  infection  might  be  water  borne  but 
repeated  examination  of  the  water  failed  to  reveal  the  presence  of 
the  causative  organism.  In  accordance  with  the  practice  that  has 
been  pursued  in  the  area  for  many  years  all  cases  were  followed  up 
until  negative  reports  were  received  from  the  laboratory  and  in  the 
case  of  the  symptomless  carrier  those  attending  school  were  allowed 
to  return  to  school,  instructions  regarding  extra  precautions  having 
been  previously  given  to  the  head  teacher  as  to  the  prevention  and 
spread  of  the  disease. 
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DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 
ALL  AREAS 


Under 
1 week 

1-4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Asphyxia  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Immaturity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Suffocation 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephaly 
Congenital  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

of  kidneys 

1 

— 

— 

1 

9 

1 

2 

— 

12 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

The  figures  in  this  Table  represent  the  birth  rates,  death  rates 
and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for  the  six 
years  period,  1952 — 1957  with  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

rate 

Combined  districts  1952 

16.05 

9.52 

20.74 

England  and  Wales  1952 

15.3 

11.3 

27.6 

Combined  districts  1953 

15.91 

10.05 

18.84 

England  and  Wales  1953 

15.5 

11.4 

26.8 

Combined  districts  1954 

17.39 

10.91 

24.91 

England  and  Wales  1954 

15.2 

11.3 

25.5 

Combined  districts  1955 

16.68 

10.79 

15.33 

England  and  Wales  1955 

15.0 

11.7 

24.9 

Combined  districts  1956 

16.83 

9.45 

18.54 

England  and  Wales  1956 

15.7 

11.7 

23.8 

Combined  districts  1957 

17.72 

9.66 

11.21 

England  and  Wales  1957 

16.1 

11.5 

23.0 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
SECTION  47 

Many  visits  were  made  in  response  to  requests  for  action  under 
this  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  In  no  case  was 
compulsory  removal  found  to  be  necessary. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2890901x 


BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated,  mid-Year,  1957  19,610 

Area  of  the  District 39,996  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to  Rate 

Books,  1957  6,182 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  3 -17 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1957/58  ....  £660 

Rateable  Value,  April,  1957  170, 159 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ....  R.  O.  J.  Whitemore,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  and 

Highway  Committee  ....  G.  H.  Hyder,  Esq. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  C.  Axford,  Cert. 

M.A.P.H.I.,  I.M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert.  S.I.B., 

M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Health  Department  Clerk  ....  Miss  Tennant 

Council  Offices  : 

30  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5 

Health  Department : 

8 Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath 

Telephone:  Bath  5.391/5 
Direct  Line:  Bath  60886 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  330. 

Maks 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

161 

152 

313 

Illegitimate 

10 

7 

17 

171 

159 

330 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Maks 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate 

....  

— 

. 

2 

4 

6 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1957  ...  ....  ..  17.67 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  18.75 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  9.13 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  . 2.73 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  2.87 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  — 
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DEATHS 

The  number  ot  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  199,  92  males  and  107  females.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  





S5^hilitic  disease  



Diphtheria  



- 

Whooping  cough 

— 

, 

- 

Meningococcal  infections  



Acute  poliomyelitis  





Measles 







Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 



- - - 

___ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

3 

„ lung,  bronchus 

4 

2 

6 

,,  breast  

— 

6 

6 

>,  ,,  uterus  

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

— 

2 

2 

plasms 

5 

6 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

1 



1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

10 

17 

27 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

21 

10 

31 

H3^)ertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

4 

9 

Other  heart  disease 

11 

34 

45 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

6 

10 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

4 

6 

10 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 



2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 



Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 



1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 



Congenital  malformations  

— 



- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

4 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

2 

All  other  accidents  

4 

2 

6 

Suicide  

2 

2 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

1 

92 

107 

199 
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Deaths  under  one  year  of  age 

There  was  one  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age,  a male  : 

Under  1 week  ....  — 1 — 4 weeks  ....  — 

1 — 6 months  ....  1 6 — 12  months  ....  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

1 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

114 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

8 

3 

— 

Diphtheria  ....  

■ — 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Parat5^hoid  fever .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

46 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

79 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

9 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

17 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

6 

5 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

1 

— 

281 

9 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Thirteen  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Cases  on  Register,  1.1.57 

62  28 

6 

9 

68  37 

New  cases,  1957  

9 

4 

1 — 

10  4 

Cases  removed  1957 

71  32 

7 

9 

78  41 

8 

3 

1 

3 

9 6 

On  Register,  31.12.57 

63  29 

6 

6 

69  35 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Bathampton 

In  spite  of  the  increased  number  of  houses  it  was  again  possible 
by  careful  supervision  and  maintenance  to  provide  a pure  and 
uninterrupted  supply  throughout  the  year.  There  were  no  extensions 
to  the  system. 

Bathford 

The  supplementary  supply  received  from  the  Bath  Corporation 
has  enabled  a full  supply  to  be  provided.  Samples  taken  were  at 
all  times  satisfactory. 

Combe  Hay 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  maintaining  this  supply 
to  the  parishes  of  Wellow,  Camerton,  Dunkerton,  Combe  Hay, 
Shoscombe,  Peasedown  St.  John  and  Priston. 

By  utilising  the  standby  springs  and  pumps  at  Shoscombe  it 
was  possible  to  provide  a bulk  supply  to  the  Norton  Radstock 
Urban  District  Council  for  the  parish  of  Clandown  which  was 
experiencing  difficulty  during  the  summer  months. 
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Monkton  Combe 

By  an  old  agreement  the  public  school  at  Monkton  Combe  is 
entitled  to  a free  supply  of  water.  The  increasing  demands  made  by 
the  school  on  the  limited  amount  available  has  made  it  impossible 
to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  service  to  houses  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  village.  The  purity  of  the  water  is  always  affected  adversely 
by  heavy  rain. 


Upper  Swainswick 

It  was  necessary  to  transport  water  in  bulk  to  supplement  one 
of  the  local  springs  supplying  the  village.  The  present  supplies, 
though  pure,  are  inadequate. 

Hinton  Charterhouse 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year  with  this 
supply  which  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Bath  Corporation. 


Marksbury 

Water  for  this  supply  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Clutton  R.D.C. 
The  supplementary  supply  which  that  Council  obtains  from  Bristol 
Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.,  has  made  it  possible  for  an  ample  supply  to  be 
available. 


General  Position 

With  the  concurrence  of  this  Council,  the  Bath  Corporation  are 
applying  to  the  Minister  for  an  Order,  under  the  Water  Acts,  which 
will  enable  them  to  take  over  and  supply  water  to  the  villages  of 
Bathampton,  Bathford,  Monkton  Combe,  Upper  Swainswick,  St. 
Catherine,  and  Hinton  Charterhouse.  The  local  sources  of  supply 
for  these  parishes  will  then  be  discontinued.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
transfer  will  come  into  effect  during  the  latter  part  of  1958. 


SUPPLIES  FROM  STATUTORY  AUTHORITIES 

The  statutory  undertakers  operating  within  the  district  are  the 
West  Gloucester  Water  Co.,  and  the  Bath  Corporation.  Sufficient 
and  satisfactory  water  was  at  all  times  available.  During  the  year 
an  extension  was  carried  out  by  the  West  Gloucester  Water  Co.  to 
serve  the  village  of  Northstoke. 


Private  Supplies 

The  two  estate  supplies  at  Claverton  and  Kelston  continued 
to  give  every  satisfaction  during  the  period. 
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Results  of  Samples  taken 


Chlorinated  Water 

Raw  Water 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

— 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

U nsatis- 
factory 

33 

3 

7 

— 

12 

9 

— 

— 

Water  Distribution 

Number  of  parishes  supplied  from  public  mains 22 

,,  ,,  parishes  supplied  from  private  sources  ...  2 

,,  „ houses  having  v^ater  direct  to  them  6,180 

„ ,,  houses  served  by  standpipes  215 

,,  ,,  cases  in  which  piped  supplies  were  substituted  for  : — 

Well  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Private  sources  5 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  parishes  of  Bathampton,  Bathford,  Batheaston,  Claverton, 
Monkton  Combe,  Swainswick  (part),  Whitchurch,  Camerton, 
Peasedown  (part),  Shoscombe  and  Priston  are  served  with  public 
sewers.  The  10  in.  iron  syphon  under  the  River  Avon  at  Bathampton, 
which  is  part  of  the  Avon  Valley  Trunk  Sewer,  became  partially 
blocked.  The  freeing  of  this  syphon  was  a difficult  operation  and 
provision  has  been  made  for  simplifying  the  task  of  cleansing  should 
the  trouble  occur  again.  It  is  the  first  time,  since  the  sewer  was  laid 
some  40  years  ago,  that  this  trouble  has  occurred. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council  continued  to  operate  a fortnightly  collection  of 
refuse  throughout  the  major  part  of  the  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  time  is  not  too  far  distant  when  the  financial  position  will 
allow  a weekly  collection  to  be  undertaken.  Refuse  is  collected  by 
direct  labour,  the  Council  employing  18  men  and  6 collection  vehicles 
for  the  purpose.  Four  partially  controlled  tips  are  in  use. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  dwellings  in  the  district  6,508 

>,  „ ,,  owned  by  the  local  authority  ...  l’l41 

„ ,,  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  prefabs,  etc.)  ...  Nil 
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Action  taken  during  the  year 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  clearance  areas  for  which 

clearance  orders  have  been  confirmed 19 

Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  demolished  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  etc.)  demolished  ...  7 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  23 


Houses  erected 
during  the  year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection  at 
end  of  the  year 

Houses 
gained 
from 
conver- 
sion of 
large 
houses 

For 

slum 

clearance 

For 

other 

purposes 

For 

slum 

clearance 

For 

other 

purposes 

By  local 
authority 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

By  private 
enterprise 

Nil 

89 

NU 

31 

6 

Total 

Nil 

97 

Nil 

31 

6 

Number  of  houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  for  action 

individually  or  by  clearance  orders  112 

Number  of  applications  for  council  houses  ...  ' ...  ...  281 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  62  per  cent,  of  the  unfit  houses  included 
in  the  list  during  the  first  five-year  slum  clearance  programme  have 
been  dealt  with. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  MADE  UNDER  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1949—1954 

Number  of  applications  received  and  approved  ...  36 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved ^(^242  8s.  7d. 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  local  authority  . . . £2,242  10s. 


FOOD 

Milk 

Number  of  registered  distributors  39 

„ „ ,,  dairy  premises  21 

„ ,,  licensed  dealers  of  designated  milk  39 

,,  „ supplementary  licences  issued  to-  distributors 

whose  dairy  is  outside  the  district  ...  ...  18 

Owing  to  petrol  rationing  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  the 
number  of  samples  taken  was  limited.  Twenty-three  samples  were 
submitted  and  all  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory.  Six  biological 
samples  were  taken  all  having  negative  results. 
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Ice-cream 

Thirty-four  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed 
ice-cre^.  There  are  no  registrations  for  the  making  of  ice-cream. 
No  action  was  necessary  at  any  of  the  retailers’  premises. 

Meat  and  other  Foods 

There  are  151  food  premises  where  occupiers  are  responsible  for 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955.  Each  has  been  visited  and  during  the  year  33  informal  notices 
were  served.  Eighteen  occupiers  complied  with  these  notices  and  the 
remaining  15  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  During  1958 
it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  whole  of  the  survey  and  to  have  obtained 
compliance  with  any  further  notices  issued.  There  are  41  premises 
registered  under  Sec.  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Informal 
action  was  taken  in  respect  of  11  premises,  7 were  complied  with  and 
4 outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  or  bacon  factories  in  use  at  the 
present  time. 

During  visits  to  shops,  canteens  and  cafes  the  following  foods 
were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 

342  lb  of  meat  products  ; 20  tins  of  fruit ; 

64  lb.  of  imported  beef  ; 17  tins  of  vegetables  ; 

50  lb.  of  imported  lamb  ; 23  tins  of  fish. 

Rodent  Control 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  reported  cases  of  rat  infestation 
have  been  dealt  with  including  67  major  infestations.  Many  mouse 
infestations  have  also  received  attention  although  these  are  not 
recorded.  Those  parts  of  the  area  showing  the  highest  levels  of 
actual  complaint  have  been  surveyed,  all  reported  cases  have  been 
traced  to  the  immediate  source  and  the  source  cleared.  Altogether 
some  1,200  enquiries  have  been  made. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  have  been  sharply  watched  and  treated 
and  the  rats  have  had  practically  no  chance  of  survival  on  these  lands. 

The  public  sewers  have  received  the  usual  twice  yearly  clean  up. 

The  Rodent  Officer’s  aim  continues  to  be  that  of  persuading 
people  to  change  conditions  in  their  premises  so  as  to  prevent  infesta- 
tion by  denying  the  rats  food,  water  and  harbourage  as  far  as  is 
practicable.  The  public  generally  displays  most  helpful  co-operation. 

Caravans  and  Camping  Sites 

Number  of  individually  licensed  caravans  32 

„ ,,  licensed  sites  ...  ...  7 

,,  ,,  caravans  on  licensed  sites  81 

All  applications  for  the  siting  of  caravans  are  considered  in 
conjunction  with  the  planning  authority  and  during  the  year 
four  applications  for  individually  sited  caravans  were  refused  on 
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amenity  grounds.  Caravans  on  the  whole  have  been  generally  well 
maintained  and  no  serious  difficulties  were  experienced.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  action  was  commenced  for  the  improvement  of 
facilities  at  one  of  the  camping  sites.  The  improvements  include 
provision  of  additional  water  points,  drainage  facilities  and 
re-surfacing  of  pathways. 


INDUSTRIES 

The  main  industries  of  the  district  are  : — 

Agriculture  Lime  kilns 

Plasticine  and  wax  making  F ullers  earth  mining 
Paper  making  Rubber  industry 

Rag  flock  manufacture  Joinery  works 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : — 


No.  on 

Inspec- 

Notices 

Register 

tions 

served 

1. 

Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 of  the  Factories  Act  are 

enforced 

30 

33 

Nil 

2. 

Factories  not  included  above 

in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 

10 

17 

4 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect  of  any  of  the 
43  outworkers’  premises. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


Number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  is 

,,  )>  pail  ,,  ,,  ,,  I,  ,1  ••• 

, , , , earth  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ••• 

,1  I,  chemical ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ... 

,,  ,,  conversions  to  water  carriage  system 


6,300  (approx.) 
1,170 
47 
122 
21 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Enquiries  and  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 

disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  85 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Disinfestations  carried  out  2 


NUISANCES 

Enquiries  and  visits  in  connection  with  various  nuisances  . . . 109 

Nuisances  remedied  following  formal  and  informal  action  ...  41 
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GENERAL 

There  is  one  manufacturer  of  rag  flock  licensed  under  the 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Materials  Act,  1951.  The  42  samples  of 
washed  flock,  coir  fibre  and  cotton  millpuff  were  well  above  the 
required  standard  of  purity. 

There  are  7 dealers  in  old  metals  registered  under  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

There  is  one  licensed  knackers  yard  which  also  holds  a licence 
to  slaughter  horses.  Every  satisfaction  has  been  given  by  the 
occupier. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools,  no  common  lodging  houses 
and  no  premises  which  are  registered  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act, 
1951. 


19 


KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  mid  year,  1957  12,780 

Area  of  the  District  4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,880 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3.29 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ,^701 

Rateable  Value  jfl72,373 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Public  Health  Inspector  ... 


R.  A.  Harvey,  Esq.,  J.P. 

L.  F.  Ellis,  Esq. 

D.  F.  G.  Lockyear,  M.R.S.H., 
M.A.P.H.I. 


Council  Offices : Keynsham. 
Telephone:  Keynsham  2345 /8, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers, 

total  252. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

. 123 

124 

247 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

5 

127 

125 

252 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

. 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1957  17.75 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  14.06 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  10.35 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  17.86 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  15.38 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  total,  174.  84  male  and  90  female.  The  following  table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 



1 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

S3^hilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 



Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

2 

7 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

4 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

— 

3 

3 

,,  „ uterus  

— 

3 

3 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

8 

8 

16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  







Diabetes 

1 



1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

16 

19 

35 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

19 

23 

42 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

3 

8 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

11 

18 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

— 

3 

Influenza  

— 



Pneumonia 

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis  

2 



2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

_ 



Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 



Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

3 

— 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 

6 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents  

1 

3 

4 

Suicide  



1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

84 

90 

174 

23 


Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  5 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  2 male 
and  3 female,  divided  as  follows : — 

Under  1 week  ....  3 1 — 4 weeks  1 

1 — 6 months  ....  1 6 — 12  months  ....  — 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 


Measles  

Scarlet  fever  

Diphtheria  

Membranous  croup 
Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Meningococcal  infection 

Dysentery  

Whooping  cough  .... 
Acute  primary  pneumonia 
Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Acute  encephalitis 

Typhus  

Typhoid  fever  

Small  Pox  

Cholera 

Erysipelas  

Malaria 

Plague  

Food  poisoning 


Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

213 



— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 



— 

— 

— 

262 

10 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Seventeen  cases  of  pulmonary  and  4 cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was  one  death 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Cases  on  register,  1.1.57 
New  cases,  1957  

49  27 
7 10 

— 2 
— 4 

49  29 
7 14 

Cases  removed  .... 

56  37 
7 2 

— 6 

— 1 

56  43 
7 3 

On  register  31.12.57  

49  35 

— 5 

49  40 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

A satisfactory  health  record  was  reported  from  the  Keynsham 
Day  Nursery.  There  was  little  absence  among  the  children  due  to 
illness  apart  from  that  caused  by  an  epidemic  of  German  measles 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  number  of  children  on  the 
register  was  increased  to  28  (23  in  the  2-5  year  group  and  5 under 
2 years).  The  average  daily  attendance  was  raised  from  20  to  23. 
I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mrs.  Rimmington 
for  making  it  possible  for  a number  of  polio  vaccination  sessions  to 
be  held  at  the  day  nursery.  Her  willing  co-operation  and  her 
practical  assistance  were  greatly  appreciated  not  only  by  me  but  by 
all  the  mothers  who  attended  with  their  children. 


KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 

Notwithstanding  the  opening  of  the  Park  Estate  Weighing 
Centre,  attendance  figures  for  the  year  at  the  Keynsham  Welfare 
Centre  were  well  maintained  and  showed  only  a comparatively 
small  reduction  on  the  previous  year’s  figures.  The  secretary 
reported  that  mothers  continued  to  make  full  use  of  the  immunisa- 
tion service  and  that  there  had  been  a marked  increase  in  the  sale 
of  welfare  foods.  In  August,  a presentation  was  made  to  Mrs. 
Sharman  as  a token  of  appreciation  of  all  the  invaluable  work  that 
she  has  done  for  the  Centre  since  its  opening  in  1939. 
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The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

January  

February  

March  

April 
May  ... 

Tune 

July 

August 

September  ... 

October 
November  ... 

December 


201 

180 

177 

156 

168 

123 

132 

Closed 

119 

163 

162 

128 


1,709 


Attendances  for  1956 


...  1,837 


Total  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
Total  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 


611 

697 


SALTFORD  WELFARE  CENTRE 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  (after  e.xtractions)  167 
Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year 228 


Attendances  : — 

January 

February 

March 

April  ... 

May  . . . 

Tune 

July  ... 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


90 

101 

124 

86 

110 

119 

121 

93 

92 

85 

83 

31 


1,135 


1,038 


Attendances  for  1956 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR— 1957 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  frequency  and  system  of  collection  of  refuse  from  all 
premises  in  the  district  has  been  maintained  without  change,  and 
no  serious  difficulty  has  been  encountered. 

The  one  controlled  tip  at  Unity  Road  has  received  all  refuse 
satisfactorily.  Some  trouble  from  flies  arose  at  one  period  of  the 
summer  when  normal  control  measures  appeared  to  have  little 
effect.  Various  alternative  treatments  had  to  be  tried  before 
the  infestation  was  overcome. 

HOUSING 

The  figures  below  indicate  a considerable  reduction  as  compared 
with  previous  years  in  the  number  of  new  houses  completed  during 
the  year  both  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise.  The  number 
of  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  suggests  that  the 
decline  will  continue  as  it  is  the  lowest  figure  recorded  since  1952. 

All  formal  action  was  completed  during  the  year  on  the  remain- 
ing Clearance  Areas  in  the  immediate  programme.  A number  of 
occupiers  in  these  areas  were  rehoused,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
new  houses  for  the  remainder  will  be  completed  early  in  1958. 

A number  of  houses,  however,  still  exist  which,  although  not 
so  far  unfit  as  to  justify  demolition,  are  in  need  of  repair  and 
maintenance,  and  this  aspect  is  receiving  attention. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  4,089 

(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Council  ....  1,326 

(3)  New  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 

(а)  By  Local  Authority  159 

(б)  By  Private  Enterprise  121 

(4)  New  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1957  ; — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  110 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise ....  84 

(5)  Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  as  at  31st 

December,  1957  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  225 

(6)  Total  number  of  post-war  houses  completed  to  31st 

December,  1957 ; — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  1,218 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  910 

(7)  Summary  of  action  under  Housing  Acts  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected.  ..  137 

(b)  Total  number  of  visits  212 

(c)  Informal  notices  issued 13 

(d)  Informal  notices  complied  with  10 

(e)  Statutory  notices  issued  — 

(/)  Statutory  notices  complied  with  — 
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Housing  Act — Improvement  Grants 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  applications  for  Improve- 
ment Grants  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

applications 

dwellings 

Received 

9 

14 

Approved 

6 

9 

Rejected 

3 

5 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  ...  ...  £429  Os.  Od. 

Average  amount  of  grant  paid  by  Local  Authority  £211  13s.  Od. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  inspections  

296 

Informal  notices  issued 

23 

Informal  notices  complied  with  

20 

Infectious  disease^pj  

53 

16 

Enquiries  into  insect  infestation  

10 

Enquiries  into  various  complaints  of  nuisance 

34 

Shops  inspections  

47 

Statutory  notices  issued  

— 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  

— 

The  Public  Health  circumstances  of  the  district  continue  in  a 
very  satisfactory  state.  The  co-operation  of  residents,  owners  of 
property  and  others  must  again  be  acknowledged  as  is  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  that  no  Statutory  Notices  were  necessary,  and  such 
difficulties  as  were  encountered  were  remedied  by  informal  action. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Total  number  of  food  premises  in  area  ...  ...  ...  67 

These  comprise  (i)  Retail  butchers  ...  ...  7 

(ii)  Other  retail  food  shops  ...  40 

(iii)  Cafes  and  canteens  (includ- 

ing schools)  ...  ...  12 

(iv)  Bakehouses  ...  ...  3 

(v)  Chocolate  manufacture  ...  1 

(vi)  Ice-cream  manufacture  ...  1 

(vii)  Pickle  manufacture  ...  1 

(viii)  Wholesale  warehouse  ...  1 

(ix)  Sugar  packing  ...  ...  1 
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41 


(6)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  ... 

These  comprise  (i)  Ice-cream  manufacture  ...  1 

(ii)  Ice-cream  manufacture  and 

sale  ...  ...  ...  1 

(iii)  Ice-cream  storage  and  sale  29 

(iv)  Sausage  manufacture  ...  5 

(v)  Preserved  food  manufacture  5 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  or  knackers’  yards 
within  the  Urban  District. 


(c)  Total  inspections  at  all  types  of  food  premises  ...  ...  228 

Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


F resh  vegetables 
Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables 
Tinned  meat  ... 

Tinned  milk 
Tinned  fish 
Miscellaneous  ... 


2^  tons 
167  tins 
29  „ 

24  „ 

33  „ 

7 


.A.U  condemned  food  was  removed  for  disposal  at  the  refuse  tip. 


(d)  Milk  Supply 

All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  designated  milk  and  has  been 
maintained  at  a uniformly  satisfactory  standard. 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 


examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

These  comprise:  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Of  the  above  only  one  T.T.  sample  failed  to  conform  to  the 
prescribed  standard. 

(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  2 

(2)  Number  of  registered  distributors  8 

(3)  Number  of  producer /retailers  in  (2)  ....  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurising  plants ....  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  ....  2 

(7)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  pasteurised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  4 

(8)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  Nil 

(9)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  sterilised 

milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(10)  Number  of  inspections  at  dairies,  etc 23 
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{e)  Bakehouses 

The  bakehouses  have  generally  been  found  to  be  satisfactorily 
maintained  and  operated  and  there  were  no  circumstances  upon 
which  formal  action  or  report  has  been  necessary. 


(/)  Food  Manufacturing  Premises 

The  majority  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  were  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in 
which  no  particular  difficulties  were  experienced.  Of  the  others  in 
regular  use  one  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  pickles,  one  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice-cream  and  five  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Register  of  Premises  during  the 
year  and  all  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained  and  operated. 


(g)  Ice-cream 

The  majority  of  premises  which  are  registered  in  this  trade 
are  purely  for  the  purpose  of  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  produced 
by  the  large  wholesale  manufacturers  and  little  trouble  has  been 
experienced.  In  addition,  as  shown  by  the  record  of  samples 
taken,  there  has  been  a general  improvement  over  that  of  1956. 
It  seems  quite  certain  that  the  manufacturers  are  fully  alive  to  their 
responsibilities  in  manufacturing  this  commodity  in  large  quantities 
for  retail  sale  to  the  public,  and  are  anxious  at  all  times  to  maintain 
satisfactory  bacteriological  standards. 

Forty-one  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year 
with  the  following  results  : 

Grade  I — 35  ; Grade  II — 5 ; Grade  III — 1 ; Grade  IV — 0. 


(h)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56 

It  has  been  found  that,  almost  without  exception,  owners  and 
occupiers  of  food  premises  have  been  most  co-operative  in  their 
efforts  to  bring  their  premises  up  to  the  standards  required  by  the 
regulations.  Unfortunately  they  are  not  always  supported  by  their 
staffs,  and  most  of  the  difficulties  encountered  have  been  due  to 
carelessness  and  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  personal 
hygiene  and  care  on  the  part  of  employees.  This  aspect  of  the  work 
can  of  course  only  be  overcome  by  education  and  constant  reminder. 

The  problem  of  mobile  shops  and  vans  still  persists,  and  again 
the  operators  become  somewhat  lax  and  seem  to  overlook  the  fact 
that  extra  care  is  necessary  when  they  have  to  handle  both  the 
vehicle  and  the  food  alternately. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Rainfall 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
{Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest 
Fall  in 
24  hours 

Date 

January  

2-43 

0-66 

31st 

February 

2-58 

0-60 

23rd 

March 

1 -97 

0-34 

9th 

April 

0-04 

0-04 

12th 

May  

1 -30 

0-38 

9th 

June  

1 -97 

0-53 

8th 

July  

4-00 

0-48 

11th 

August  

3-23 

0-63 

12th 

September 

3-39 

0-88 

23rd 

October 

2-97 

0-60 

31st 

November 

2-07 

0-68 

3rd 

December 

2-04 

0-51 

10th 

Total 

27  -99 

— 

— 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Co.  and  practically  all  domestic  supplies 
are  obtained  from  this  source.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  this 
supply  have  been  satisfactory. 

As  the  source  of  the  public  water  supply  is  not  within  your 
district  no  samples  of  raw  water  have  been  collected  by  your 
officers.  Samples  of  treated  water  have  been  taken  quarterly  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  have  also  been  made  periodically. 
The  results  indicate  that  the  water  is  moderately  soft  (90  parts  per 
million),  and  slightly  alkaline. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Practically  all  houses  in  the  district  have  a piped  supply  direct 
from  the  main,  but  a few  houses  on  the  outskirts  rely  on  wells  which 
have  maintained  satisfactory  supplies. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  1,635 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  properties  treated  by  operator  ...  24 

No  major  infestation  of  rodents  has  been  noted  or  reported. 

Council  properties,  including  refuse  tip  and  sewers,  have  been 
test  baited  from  time  to  time  and  treated  immediately  any  infesta- 
tion was  revealed. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 


Seven  sites  have  been  licensed  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  whole  year.  One  other  site  was  licensed 
for  a short  period  for  a special  purpose.  All  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained. 


FACTORIES  AND  INDUSTRY 

There  were  62  premises  on  the  Register  of  Factories  on 
31st  December,  1957.  Fifty-two  visits  were  made  to  premises  coming 
within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Acts,  and  three  informal  notices 
were  issued  and  complied  with. 

The  principal  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  chocolate  and 
cocoa,  paper  and  envelopes,  soap  and  soap  powder,  chemicals,  paint 
and  agricultural  foods.  Agriculture,  light  engineering  and  sugar 
packing  also  employ  a fair  proportion  of  the  population. 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid-Year,  1957  11,270 

Area  of  the  District  1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,700 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  3.04 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  at  April,  1957  £485 

Rateable  Value  as  at  April,  1957  £121,068 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Health,  Water  and 
Sewage  Committee  .... 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  .... 

Additional  Health  Inspector 

Municipal  Offices, 

North  Hill  House, 

Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  3231 


H.  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C. 


A.  D.  Frampton,  Esq.,  J.P. 

E.  Hosken,  Cert.  S.I.B., 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 
M.R.p.H.H..  M.A.P.H.I.,  Hon. 
Dip.  in  Advanced  Hygiene 

S.  R.  Bayliss,  M.A.P.H.I.  Cert. 
S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food  Inspec- 
tor. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 


outward  transfers,  total  165. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

85 

71 

156 

Illegitimate  

6 

3 

9 

91 

74 

165 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

. 

1 

2 

3 

Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1957  15  -96 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  19-46 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  8-61 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  4-67 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  4 .94 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  126,  58  male  and  68  female.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

5 

7 

,,  „ lung,  bronchus  .... 

3 

1 

4 

„ „ breast  

— 

2 

2 

„ „ uterus  

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

11 

1 

12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

10 

10 

20 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

9 

7 

16 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

4 

16 

20 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

5 

8 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Pneumonia  

3 

5 

8 

Bronchitis  

2 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

2 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

58 

68 

126 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  2 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  1 male  and 
1 female,  divided  as  follows : — 

Under  1 week  ....  1 1 — 4 weeks  ....  — 

1 — 6 months  ....  1 6 — 12  months  ....  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles 

275 

— 

— 

Scarlet  fever  

2 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia  

— 

— 

— 

Opthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

5 

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

■ — 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

283 

1 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Ten  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  5 cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was 
one  death  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Cases  on  register,  1.1.57 

31 

13 

3 

2 

34 

15 

New  cases,  1957  

6 

4 

3 

2 

9 

6 

37 

17 

6 

4 

43 

21 

Cases  removed  from  register. 

4 

1 

— 

2 

4 

3 

On  register,  31.12.57  

33 

16 

6 

2 

39 

18 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

The  weekly  sessions  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  at  2.30  to 
4.15  p.m.  were  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  doctor  attended 
on  the  first  Friday  in  the  month  for  immunisation  and  the  second 
and  fourth  Fridays  for  consultation. 

In  June,  Sister  Kitch  left  the  area  to  take  up  an  appointment  in 
another  part  of  the  county.  A presentation  was  made  to  her  in 
appreciation  of  the  valuable  services  she  has  rendered  to  the  Frome 
district  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

The  attendance  figures  showed  a reduction  on  last  year’s 
figures,  2,640  to  2,330.  The  number  of  children  on  the  register 


showed  a similar  reduction  from  420  to  380. 

The  totals  for  the  year  were  as  follows  ; — 

Total  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  . . . 420 

Total  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  380 

Attendances : — 

January  ...  204 

February  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

March 185 

April  201 

May  254 

June  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

July  215 

August  245 

September  199 

October  198 

November  ...  ...  ...  190 

December  ...  ...  102 

' 2,330 

Attendances  for  1956  2,640 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  1957 


Housing 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  List  is  now  161. 
During  the  year  22  Council  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 
In  addition  27  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise.  In 
the  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1957  were  four  Local  Authority 
houses  for  Slum  Clearance  and  four  for  other  purposes.  There  were 
four  being  constructed  by  private  builders.  During  the  year  there 
was  also  one  additional  flat  gained  by  the  conversion  of  a large  house. 


Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  two  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  con- 
firmed in  the  Broadway-Vallis  Road  area  and  a firm  of  building 
contractors  has  been  selected  who  will  carry  out  the  whole  of  the 
demolition  and  rebuilding.  It  is  hoped  that  an  early  start  will  be 
made  in  the  work  of  demolition  in  1958  and  that  some  new  houses 
will  be  available  at  the  end  of  1958.  It  is  thought  that  the  majority 
of  these  new  houses  will  be  used  for  slum  clearance  purposes,  in 
addition  to  the  housing  of  the  families  displaced  from  the  Union 
Street-Chinnocks  Buildings  area. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  visits  were  made  : — 

Public  Health  Inspections  including  Meat  and  Food 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,402 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  569 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  ...  ...  ...  3,580 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

Two  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  visited  on  three  occasions. 
They  are  both  kept  in  a satisfactory  and  clean  condition. 


Rodent  Control 

This  has  been  continued  on  a full  time  basis  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  refuse  tip  at  Oldford  has  been  kept  under  strict  control 
until  September  when  its  use  was  relinquished  by  this  Council. 
The  operator  visited  1,127  premises.  Business  premises  treated 
reported  very  satisfactory  results. 
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MILK  SUPPLY  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 

Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  other  than  farms  ...  2 

Number  of  licensed  dealers’ of  Designated  milk  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors  with 

dairies  outside  the  Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  2 

During  the  year  88  samples  of  Designated  Milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Ice-cream 

There  are  44  registered  premises  in  the  district.  During  the 
year  33  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Bath  and  the  results  of  tests  were  as  follows  : 

Grade  I 23  samples 

Grade  II  7 „ 

Grade  III  3 „ 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  only  three  samples  in  Grade  III 
and  none  at  all  in  Grade  IV.  In  my  opinion  these  results  can  be 
considered  as  very  satisfactory. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part  during  the  year  : 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

578 

223 

287 

699 

7,306 

Number  inspected  ... 

Sai 

ne  as  nu 

mber  kil 

ed 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 
CYSTICERCI  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

6 

8 

2 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

79 

50 

1 

637 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci 

12.1% 

25.1% 

2.8% 

0.43% 

0.87% 
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Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY  : 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

4 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

16 

15 

156 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

3% 

8.5% 

0.3% 

WEIGHT  OF  MEAT 
CONDEMNED  (in  lb.) 
for  : — 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

1,489 

3,441 

2,825 

(b)  Cysticerosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

913 

2,721 

470 

140 

5,115 

Total  (in  lb.)  con- 
demned ... 

2,402 

6,162 

470 

140 

7,940 

There  was  no  evidence  of  Cysticercosis  amongst  the  cattle 
inspected  during  the  year. 


OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Canned  Fish 

lb. 

4 

,,  Meat 

...  383 

,,  Fruit 

...  147 

,,  Fruits  and  vegetables  ... 

...  14 

„ Vegetables 

...  29 

Dried  Fruit 

8 

Bacon 

...  13 

Carcase  Meat 

...  249 

Fresh  Fruit 

...  28 

Poultry  (Irish  Geese) 

...  130 

Miscellaneous 

...  34 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 

One  hundred  and  six  food  premises  were  visited.  Notices  were 
served  on  eight  occupiers  to  provide  sufficient  washing  facilities  and 
on  fourteen  occupiers  to  provide  the  supply  of  hot  water.  In  each 
case  the  terms  of  the  above  notices  were  complied  with.  It  was  not 
possible  to  continue  with  this  work  after  the  month  of  October, 
due  to  lack  of  staff.  In  most  of  the  food  premises  the  main  points 
of  the  regulations  have  been  met  and  it  is  the  minor  requirements 
which  have  to  be  dealt  with. 
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Swimming  Baths 

This  has  been  very  much  used  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
bathers  has  averaged  210  daily.  Two  samples  of  the  bath  water 
have  been  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  In  addition  daily  readings  for  residual  chlorine  have 
been  taken  during  the  whole  year  and  in  each  case  have  been  satis- 
factory. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  to  the  Urban  District  continues  to  be  entirely 
satisfactory.  This  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor  and  routine  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  with  the  following  results  : — 

Number  of  samples  taken  23 

Number  of  satisfactory  samples  ...  ...  23 

One  routine  chemical  sample  was  satisfactory. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

Seven  batches  of  bedding  were  disinfected  and  one  batch 
destroyed  at  the  request  of  the  owner. 

One  room  was  disinfected  after  a case  of  an  infectious  disease. 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

There  were  77  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  as  at  31st 
December,  1957.  Visits  were  made  to  37  factories.  No  Statutory 
action  was  necessary. 

The  number  of  outworkers  contained  in  the  September  List 
was  18,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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FROME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  estimated  mid-Year,  1957  10,530 

Area  of  the  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  inhabited  according  to 

Rate  Books  3,364 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  ....  2.89 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £268 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1957  £65,798 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General  Pur- 
poses Committee 

Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  I nspec- 
tor  {appointed  October,  1957) 

Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625  and 


C.  Cullen,  Esq.  J.P. 

Captain  N.  H.  Crees 
C.  H.  Prosser 

C.  M.  Holsgrove,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Cert.  S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector 

2184. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and 
outward  transfers,  total  192. 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  101  86  187 

Illegitimate  14  5 

102  90  192 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 

Legitimate  3 — 

Illegitimate  — — 

3 — 


Birth  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  resident  population, 

mid  1957  19  *51 

Still  births,  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  16  -46 

Death  Rate,  per  1000  estimated  average  population  ....  10-53 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ; — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  19  -58 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ....  20-11 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Total 

3 

3 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  registered,  adjusted  for  inward  and  . 
outward  transfers,  total  118,  56  male  and  62  female.  The  following 
Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— — 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

4 

6 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

4 

,,  ,,  breast  

— 

3 

3 

„ „ uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms   

5 

3 

8 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

5 

8 

13 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

3 

5 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease  

16 

13 

29 

Other  circulatory  disease  

5 

5 

10 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  

— 

2 

2 

Bronchitis  

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .... 

3 

— 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  naalformation  

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

5 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

1 

2 

3 

Suicide  

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

56 

62 

118 
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Deaths  under  One  year  of  age 

There  were  four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  all 
male,  divided  as  follows  : 

Under  1 week  ....  4 1 — 4 weeks  . — 

1 — 6 months  ....  — 6 — 12  months  ...  — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  .... 
Scarlet  fever 

310 

1 

3 

Diphtheria  

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

■ — • 

— 

Enteric  or  paratyphoid  fever  .... 

— 

■ — 

■ — 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

■ — 

— 

Whooping  cough  

75 

1 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

9 

3 



Acute  influenzal  pneumonia  .... 

9 

4 

- — • 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

— 

- — 

Cholera 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

407 

12 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  was 
one  death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


On  register,  1.1.57  

New  cases,  1957  

Removed  from  register,  1957 
On  register,  31.12.57  


Pulmonary 

N on- 

pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

11 

3 

4 

12 

15 

2 

4 

— 

1 

2 

5 

11 

15 

3 

5 

14 

20 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

9 

13 

2 

4 

11 

17 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  public  and  large  private  water  undertakings  were  sampled 
during  the  year,  with  the  following  results  : 


Raw  Water 


T reated  after  going  into 
supply 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

46 

10 

14 

— 

18 

— 

3 

— 

PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 

Norton  St.  Philip 

During  the  year  the  actual  yield  of  water  at  the  Norton  St. 
Philip  well  increased  to  75,000  gallons  per  day,  a vast  improvement 
on  the  yield  of  the  previous  year  but  still  far  short  of  the  anticipated 
yield  when  the  well  was  sunk  in  1947. 
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North-Eastern  Area  Scheme 

This  scheme  was  completed  during  the  latter  part  of  1956, 
and  supplies  the  greater  part  of  Rode  and  the  hamlet  of  Rudge. 
Approximately  15,000  gallons  per  day  are  being  taken  from  the 
Trowbridge,  Melksham  and  District  Water  Board. 

Coleford 

Although  the  springs  at  Whitehole  continued  to  be  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year,  the  water  in  the  mill  pond  was  insufficient 
to  drive  the  water  wheel,  and  this  therefore  necessitated  water 
being  pumped  from  the  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  to  the 
elevated  reservoir  at  Lipyeate.  This  was  necessary  only  over  a 
very  short  period  of  time  during  the  year. 

The  supply  to  the  parish  of  Coleford  has  been  fairly  satisfactory 
but  owing  to  the  increased  number  of  houses  being  built  it  does 
appear  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  a larger  water  main  will 
be  required  between  the  Lipyeate  reservoir  and  the  Crossways, 
Coleford.  At  certain  times  of  the  day  the  houses  in  the  higher  region 
experience  a very  temporary  shortage  owing  to  the  heavy  draw-off 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  village. 

Gare  Hill 

These  springs  which  supply  Trudoxhill  and  the  greater  part  of 
Nunney  have  been  satisfactory  in  both  quality  and  quantity. 

During  the  year  a large  section  of  the  main  in  Nunney  village 
was  descaled  with  satisfactory  results.  In  fact,  normally,  the  water 
from  Nunney  Catch  now  supplies  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  village 
between  the  Catch  and  the  Market  Place.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
parish  of  Nunney  is  supplied  from  the  springs  at  Holwell. 

No  shortage  has  been  experienced  in  any  part  of  either  Trudox- 
hill or  Nunney  during  the  year. 

Buckland  Dinham 

Samples  of  water  taken  have  shown  this  supply  to  be  satis- 
factory from  the  point  of  view  of  quality,  but,  although  no  shortage 
has  been  experienced  during  the  year,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
quantity  available  is  barely  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  village. 

Upton  Noble  and  Wanstrow 

These  two  villages  were  incorporated  in  the  West  Regional 
Scheme  Stage  1 which  was  completed  in  1956  and  has  proved  to  be 
most  satisfactory.  The  old  problem  of  the  water  supply  to  Upton 
Noble  can  now  be  said  to  have  been  finally  solved. 

Mells 

The  quantity  of  water  available  from  the  three  sources  Chantry 
springs,  Bilbao  and  Conduit  has  been  sufficient  but  the  quality  is 
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generally  unsatisfactory.  Under  the  West  Regional  Scheme  Stage  2 
Mells  is  one  of  the  villages  to  be  supplied  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  new  supply  will  be  available  in  1958. 

Leigh-on-Mendip 

It  is  most  gratifying  but  not  a little  surprising  to  hnd  that  the 
Tadhill  and  Leigh-on-Mendip  springs  have  been  sufficient  during  the 
year  to  provide  the  parish  with  water,  but  here  again  the  quality  is 
doubtful  and  this  village  will  be  supplied  under  the  West  Regional 
Scheme  Stage  2 during  the  coming  year. 

West  Regional  Scheme  Stage  2 

The  above  scheme,  started  in  late  1956,  is  still  under  con- 
struction. Good  progress  has  been  made  by  the  contractors  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  August  or  September. 
1958. 

Improvements  during  the  year 

Apart  from  the  major  schemes  in  progress  no  additional 
smaller  extensions  have  been  carried  out  owing  to  the  need  for 
extreme  economy. 

Sewerage — General 

Beckington,  Coleford,  Kilmersdon  and  Rode  are  the  only  four 
parishes  in  the  whole  of  the  area  which  have  satisfactory  sewage 
disposal  systems.  Unfortunately,  the  Kilmersdon  and  Beckington 
systems  serve  only  a small  portion  of  the  village,  and  in  the  case 
of  Beckington  gross  pollution  of  the  water  courses  is  taking  place 
and  the  need  for  extending  the  main  drainage  system  to  include  the 
whole  of  the  village  is  becoming  more  urgent  each  year. 

As  a result  of  the  various  water  schemes  in  the  area  being 
completed,  pollution  of  water  courses  is  becoming  a menace  to  public 
health.  In  the  near  future  schemes  of  drainage  and  sewage  disposal 
must  be  considered  by  the  Council  for  the  following  parishes  : 
Wanstrow,  Leigh-on-Mendip,  Upton  Noble,  Faulkland  and  Witham 
Friary. 

Nunney 

The  crude  sewage  disposal  system  situated  near  the  Castle 
at  Nunney  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  here  again  a new  disposal 
works  is  urgently  required,  and  becomes  more  necessary  in  view  of 
the  extended  building  programme  in  this  parish. 

Norton  St,  Philip 

Although  the  plans  for  a scheme  of  main  drainage  and  disposal 
plant  were  prepared  as  far  back  as  1951  there  appears  little  prospect 
at  the  moment  of  this  urgently  needed  work  being  carried  out. 
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Gross  pollution  of  the  water  courses  is  taking  place  and  con- 
tinual complaints  are  being  received  from  the  residents  of  this 
village. 


Mells 

The  work  of  laying  main  drainage  and  the  construction  of  a 
new  disposal  system  at  Mells  was  commenced  during  the  year. 
Steady  progress  has  been  made  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will 
be  completed  in  the  late  summer  of  1958.  Unfortunateh',  sewers 
have  only  been  laid  in  approximately  half  of  the  village. 


Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  is  still  collected  by  contract  at  fortnightly  intervals 
except  at  Coleford  where  it  is  collected  weekly.  Generally  the 
collection  is  fairly  satisfactory  but  many  of  the  isolated  houses  are 
missed  periodically  by  the  contractors.  Complaints  from  these 
sources  are  fairly  numerous  but  the  work  of  investigation  as  to  who 
is  to  blame  is  not  only  difficult  but  at  times  almost  impossible. 

Unfortunately  the  contractors,  when  tendering,  undertake  to 
carry  out  the  work  at  cut  prices,  and  I am  quite  satisfied  that  a 
far  better  service  would  be  obtained  at  a very  little  increased  cost 
if  the  Council  were  to  adopt  the  usual  practice  of  carrying  out  this 
vital  public  health  service  by  direct  labour. 

All  refuse  is  now  deposited  at  three  tips,  one  at  Faulkland  and 
one  at  Oldford,  both  controlled  by  the  Council,  and  the  third,  the 
largest,  at  Asham  Quarry,  where  the  condition  of  the  tip  is  the 
entire  responsibility  of  the  owner  concerned. 


HOUSING 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

Local  Authority 

8 

4 

8 1 16 

Private  Enterprise 

— 

*11 

! 6 

*Frome  U.D.C.  erected  22  Council  houses  within  Frome  Rural 
District. 
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Number  of  Post-War  Houses  erected 
from  1st  April,  1945,  to  31st  December, 
1957 

Housing 
Programme 
for  1958 

By 

By 

For  Slum 

For  Other 

Local  Authority 

Private  Enterprise 

Clearance 

Purposes 

305 

151  + 30  houses 

and  4 flats  by 
Frome  U.D.C. 

10 

Nil 

During  the  year  demolition  orders  have  been  placed  on  33  houses 
in  Coleford.  The  owner  of  the  remaining  22  houses  in  this  parish 
requested  more  time  in  which  to  put  forward  proposals  to  the 
Council,  and  these  will  be  considered  in  early  1958.  Seven  families 
from  demolition  houses  were  rehoused  during  the  year.  The  family 
living  in  a house  on  which  a demolition  order  was  made  in  1934 
was  also  rehoused. 

The  Council  are  now  meeting  the  real  problem  of  rehousing 
tenants  of  demolition  houses,  some  of  whom  have  lived  in  their 
houses  since  birth  and  are  unwilling  to  make  a move,  and  others  who 
are  at  present  paying  a rent  of  4s.  to  5s.  weekly  and  will  be  called  upon 
to  pay  30s.  to  35s.  weekly  for  a new  Council  house.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  arranged  for  the  old  age  pensioners  who  do  not  wish  to 
vacate  their  homes  to  be  left  to  continue  their  tenancy,  provided  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  agrees  that  to  move  these  people  would 
cause  great  mental  distress. 


MILK 

Number  of  registered  distributors  ...  ...  22 

,,  ,,  registered  dairy  premises  other  than  dairy  farms  6 

,,  ,,  licensed  dealers  of  designated  milk  ...  ...  2 

ICE-CREAM 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  23 

Four  additional  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

All  ice-cream  sold  in  the  area  is  pre-packed  and  manufactured 
by  reputable  firms  outside  the  rural  area. 

FOOD  SHOP  BYELAWS 

Inspections  were  carried  out  and  contraventions  were  remedied 
by  informal  action. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 

Eighteen  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 


KNACKER’S  YARD 

There  is  only  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area,  situated  at 
The  Mount,  Blatchbridge,  Frome.  Apart  from  the  question  of 
drainage,  which  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the 
premises  are  kept  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

FACTORIES 

There  are  26  factories  on  the  Council’s  register.  Inspections 
carried  out  have  shown  no  matters  to  require  attention. 

INDUSTRIES 

The  commercial  life  of  the  district  is  principally  centred  around 
the  following  industries  : — 

Agriculture.  Quarrying. 

Engineering.  Milk  Products 

INSECT  PESTS 

Five  cases  of  infestation  by  flies  were  reported.  The  occupiers 
of  the  property  in  conjunction  with  the  Council’s  staff  carried  out 
treatment  which  abated  the  nuisance. 

PEST  DESTRUCTION 

Sewers  and  refuse  tips  within  the  area  have  been  treated  regu- 
larly, and  domestic  premises  have  been  inspected  and  the  necessary 
action  taken  where  required. 
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